
 
 

 

 
1. What are the four main geographical features of the Arabian Peninsula? 
2. Why is the environment of Arabia so hard to live in?   
3. What is an oasis?  What developed around oases? 
4. What did most of the people who lived on Arabia’s coastal plain do? 
5. What is the lifestyle of a nomad?  Why were nomads constantly on the move? 
6. The location of the Arabian Peninsula made it important for what activity? 
7. What did the people of the Asir Mountain region of the Arabian Peninsula create to enable 

them to farm the steep slopes? 
8. What is the birthplace of Muhammad?  Why was it a prosperous city? 
9. What was the house of worship that the prophet Abraham was said to have built in this city? 
10. How did Muhammad make his living?  How did Muhammad learn that Allah had chosen him 

as a prophet? 
11. Who are the “People of the Book”?  Why did Muhammad call them that?  Why did he preach 

tolerance for them? 
12. What is the name of the religion founded by Muhammad?  Who are its followers?  What 

does “Muslim” mean?  What do we call their places of worship? 
13. When Muhammad tried to convert the people of Mecca to his new religion, how did they 

react? 
14. Which of Muhammad’s teachings most upset Mecca’s leaders? 
15. How did the Meccans treat Muhammad and the Muslims after the death of his uncle, Abu 

Talib? 
16. What is the term for the migration of Muhammad and his followers to the town of Yathrib? 
17. After Muhammad died, how did Islam fare?  Following his death, Islam was ruled by four 

"rightly guided" caliphs. Who or what guided them? 
18. What were the different ways in which Islam spread? 
19. A split between different factions of the Islamic faith, the Sunnis (the majority) and the Shi’a 

(or Shiites), lasts to this day.  What was the major belief of the Shi’a that led to this split? 
20. Islam is more than a religion; it is also a “way of life.”  How? 
21. What is the Koran (Qur’an)?  What is the Sunnah? 
22. What are the Five Pillars of Faith (in English)?   
23. How often do Muslims pray?  How often do they fast?  What is hajj? 
24. Jihad means "to strive." What are Muslims striving for? 
25. What was the Muslims' attitude about scholarship?  What cities were important centers of 

learning in the Muslim world? 
26. What important mathematical symbol or concept did Muslims name? 



27. How did Muslims modify the land to adapt to the climate? 
28. How accepting were Muslims of other cultures’ ideas? 
29. How far did the Muslim empire spread?  What unified these diverse groups of people? 
30. What method did the Umayyads use to govern their empire?  Why did some Muslims protest 

against Umayyad rule? 
31. What was the capital city of the Umayyads?  What was the capital of the Abbasids?  What 

was the capital city of the Fatamid dynasty in Egypt? 
32. Where did the city of Baghdad develop? 
33. Who was Abd al-Rahman and what was he responsible for? 
34. What led Muslims to make scientific and technological advances? 
35. In the field of medicine, what was it that the Muslims were the first to establish?  
36. In addition to making art to honor God, what other purpose did Muslims art serve?  What is 

not present in Islamic art? 
37. What culture influenced Muslims' mathematical developments? 
38. How did the ability to make paper affect the Muslim Empire? 
39. Which game was very popular in Muslim society? 
40. What was one effect of the Seljuk Turks' invasion of Palestine? 
41. What factors led to the crusades? 
42. How did the crusades affect Europe?  How were Muslims affected by the crusades?  How did 

the crusades affect Jews? 
43. By the end of the Third Crusade, who held control of Jerusalem? 
44. What was the capital of Muslim Spain?  Why did so many scholars come to the city of 

Cordoba?  What was one benefit of Muslims, Jews, and Christians living respectfully 
together in Cordoba? 

45. What is one loss Muslims suffered as a result of the Reconquista? 
 


